WILLIAM J. RISH STATE RECREATION PARK
@ CAPE SAN BLAS, FLORIDA

The William J. Rish State
Recreational Park consists of
100 acres, located on St. Joe
Peninsula, near Port St. Joe,
Florida, on Cape San Blas
Peninsula. While State Road
30-E, bisects the park, running
north/south, offering both a
gulf side and bay side access. It
serves as the State's only
totally accessible, overnight
capable park. Rish Park serves
persons with disabilities and
their immediate families or
guardians.
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The park project was conducted in several phases with the first covering
the Bay Side improvements, which included, boardwalks, freshwater
fishing platform, bath house with concession area, walking trails and a
handicap accessible ramp to access the bay side improvements and a
floating dock with a floating kayak launching dock. Subsequent phases
included the Master Planning of the entire park, including the addition of

new cottages, volley ball courts, children’s play structure and an RV Park
complete with bath house facilities. The Gulf Side Improvements included
renovation of the repair and renovation of the Family and Camper
Cottages and providing a prototype for the scope of work to be completed
in each cottage. The dining hall was completely renovated and an
addition of new rest areas along the boardwalks connecting all the
cottages. Hurricane Michael Improvements struck the park in October
2018, damaging several of the cottages, boardwalks, the beach access
ramp and destroyed the park manager’s residence. HDGA was tasked
with the environmental permitting of the improvements through Florida

Department of Environmental Protection and the Army Corp of Engineers.
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BAYSIDE IMPROVEMENTS

The improvements for the Bayside were conducted in 2 phases. Phase 1 consisted some demolition of
existing structures that had outlived their useful purpose, the addition of an 800 lineal feet boardwalk,
freshwater fishing platform, new bath house with changing area and concessions, and a floating dock with
kayak launch.

Phase 2 which occurs on the north side of the bayside property consists of a recreational vehicle park for
overnight camping, new roads, parking spaces, retention pond, RV park amenities, bath houses, an
accessible pedestrian bridge, bayside pavilions and inter-connecting boardwalk to Phase 1.

Concession/Bath House

Working with the APD staff and park managers we were asked to assist in the development of a building that
would enhance the recreational development of the park, but also fill a crucial need for expanding public
awareness of the Parks primary mission. We were asked for ideas to involve persons beyond the immediate
park user. With this charge we proposed having a small concession area, as part of the Bath House Building
that would allow persons on the bay side a respite from kayaking and scalloping to get a snack and drink
from the concession in the bath house. The concession and bath house consist of 982 s.f. building, the
concession area is a small part of the overall structure and was designed to allow for the park to engage a
concessionaire or park staff to sell snacks to bayside visitors. The concession area consists of 242 s.f. of area
with countertops and sink. In addition to the concession space the Bath house also has two ADA Compliant
toilet rooms male and female and a utility area. Both toilet rooms were designed to be non-conditioned
spaces, allowing for the free flow of air exchange of bay side breezes to cool and ventilate the spaces.
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After completion of the boardwalk and bath house and permitting of the elevated boardwalk into the bay,
which was not constructed. The decision to not build these elements, eliminated ADA access to the water on
the Bayside of the property. The Hammond Design Group, LLC was tasked with determining the best location
to construct this new ADA accessible switchback ramp addition to our existing boardwalk within the
environmentally sensitive habitat. The footprint of the structure covers approximately 1,485 s.f.. The ramp
has 8 wide ramps switching back to get to grade where we were able to tie the ramp into the existing boat
ramp with a boardwalk structure.
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Fishing Platform & Floating Dock
HDGA was involved in the placement of the freshwater fishing platform over the freshwater lake. This

required a unique understanding of the water levels and soil bearing types with this accessible water
recreation project. The freshwater fishing platform was designed and built over the existing freshwater man-
made lake. The structure is built on prestressed concrete piles, consisting of 192 s.f. and was carefully
designed to comply with the Florida Accessibility Code for a structure of this type. The freshwater fishing
platform has specific spaces where a wheel chair can maneuver right up to the guardrail and fish the lake.

The original design proposed by the Hammond Design Group, LLC., proposed a design scope of an
elevated dock extending out into the bay and concluded with the construction of a floating kayak dock
extending into the environmentally sensitive St. Joe Bay. The process consisted of working with the FDEP,
Permitting Program Administrators to permit an elevated dock connecting to a floating kayak dock. At the
completion of the work with FDEP for the structure we then took our designs to the Army Corp of Engineers.
The floating dock designed, which would have, if constructed extend out into the bay. The Hammond Design
Group, LLC permitted this floating dock structure with the FDEP and the Army Corp of Engineers. However,
the client APD decided not to construct this element due to the restrictive nature of the maintenance and
costs associated with the mitigation requirements that FDEP and the Army Corp of Engineers was imposing,
which ultimately led to APD deciding not to proceed forward with this scope of work.

Bayside Boardwalk and Freshwater Fishing Platform

The bayside boardwalk consists of 575 L.F. lineal feet of boardwalk connecting the Gulf side of the park to
the St. Joe Bay side of the park. The boardwalk begins at the tunnel below HWY 30 A and extends thought
sensitive areas to the bay, with the intent of expanding Rish Parks water accessibility. HDGA’s experience
with recreational park development assisted our design effort to understand the unique requirements of this
particular park and work within an environmentally sensitive area. The boardwalk is 8’ wide and extends to
the freshwater fishing platform uninterrupted. At the freshwater fishing platform, the covered structure
allows for a person with a disability to fish for freshwater species fish. The fishing platform uses specific
proto type elements from the Florida Accessibility Code to ensure safety, while providing fishing access.
From the Freshwater fishing platform, the boardwalk then extends to the bayside bath house and outdoor
changing areas.
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Facility Survey

HDGA worked under a continuing services contract on Rish Park starting in 2013 and ending in 2021. Rish
Park is the state’s fully accessible park for the state’s disabled residents and visitors. The contract included
multiple task orders. The Gulf Side Improvements included an assessment for the gulf side and
documentation of existing structures in need of repair and updating, evaluation of budgeting for needed
maintenance, and development of an implementation plan for the existing Dining Hall, the Family and
Camper Cottages.

HDGA conducted a “Needs Assessment” of existing conditions of structures, on Gulf side of the park, to
determine extent of renovation, repair, and upgrades required to bring facility to current code. We also
developed an estimated budget necessary to provide renovations, repairs and upgrades. The subsequent
report recommendations included renovation to one of the Family Cottages, one of the Camper Cottages,
repairs and upgrades to the Dining Hall kitchen HVAC systems, and renovation of existing toilets to comply
with current ADA requirements. Minor upgrades to exterior electrical components were also necessary.

S FROFOSED MANATIERS SHED

Dining Hall Improvement

A proto type building renovation was developed for both the Camper
Cottage and the Family Cottage. The intent was that this would allow the
Park to upgrade the cottages as funding became available. Use of the
existing shell and existing ‘Standing Seam’ roof proved to be a viable option
for each Cottage type. HDGA was tasked with designing upgrades to the
Dining Hall that included HVAC, and plumbing modifications to the toilet
rooms, during this phase. Additionally, there were two area pavilions
designed to occur along the existing boardwalk to allow users to rest as
they made their way to the beach, pool and dining hall.
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Camper Cottage & Family Cottage

The Hammond Design Group, LLC was contracted to do the renovations to the Gulf Side of William J. Rish
Recreational Park. The task was to evaluate structure built in the 1980’s, determine what was salvageable and
return the cottages to and updated and improved condition. William J. Rish is the only fully ADA accessible
park in the state serving persons with physical and mental disabilities. Therefor every aspect of new
construction is thoroughly reviewed for ADA compliance. There are multiple cottages so the office was asked
to prepare documents that could be implemented over time as the Florida Agency for Persons with Disabilities
secures funding over various years.

We prepared a costing study for improvements to the cottages at Rish Park. With long overdue
maintenance and repairs looming and budget issues to consider the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (ADP),
through the Florida Department of Management Services (DMS), commissioned the Hammond Design Group,
LLC (HDG) to assist with programming, scope prioritization, and costing associated with renovating the gulf
side cottages. The goal being to develop a unit cost per cabin to assist in budgeting for this project.

A proto type building renovation was developed for the Camper Cottage and the Family Cottage. The
intent was that this would allow the Park to upgrade the cottages as funding became available. Use of the
existing shell and existing ‘Standing Seam’ roof proved to be a viable option for each Cottage type. HDGA was
tasked with designing upgrades to the Dining Hall that included HVAC, and plumbing modifications to the toilet
rooms, during this phase. Additionally, there were two area pavilions designed to occur along the existing
boardwalk to allow users to rest as they made their way to the beach, pool and dining hall.
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Hurricane Michael Storm Repairs

The Park had been severely damaged by Hurricane Michael in 2018 and the Agency for Persons with
Disabilities wanted to have a future direction of how to grow. The design services include the rebuilding of an
ADA accessible access ramp to the beach providing beach and emergency access, designing and constructing
a new managers residence, and replacing a Family Cottage that was completely devastated by the storm. It
also included a new managers shed, play structure, volley ball court and the expansion of the pool deck and
pool cabana and the new beach access ramp The process involved Hammond Design Group, to work through
the local Gulf County Planning Department to secure construction consistency letters and the FDEP Coastal
Construction Control Line Department as the access ramp occurs forward of the Coastal Construction Control
Line.

The Access Ramp just
completed Gulf County
Building Department Permit
review, however due to turtle
season, the project will be
placed on hold until November
of 2020 to begin construction
after the turtle nesting is
complete.
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